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to survive, we must have durable peace. Durable peace is
therefore our main objective, because if we fail in that we
shall fail in everything else that we are fighting for. Having
defined the objective, let us now consider the factors involved.
Obviously they can be classified in any number of ways, but
the only classification germane to my argument is that be-
tween factors containing an appreciable degree of the un-
known, and those of which we can speak with some certainty.
The fundamental structure of the peace settlement must in-
corporate as few elements of uncertainty as possible. In other
words, matters which by their very nature are susceptible
only of experimental treatment cannot be allowed to affect
that part of the settlement which is responsible for preventing
another European war. These matters include such thorny
problems as the future attitude of the German people and
all schemes for the reorganization of Europe on any super-
national basis, such as Federal Union.

Take the question of Germany. It is one of our war aims,
and not the least important, to impress upon the German
people the fact that they have been defeated, and that war
does not pay. Many people feel that it is just as important to
convince them that they will have just and fair treatment
and the same economic opportunity as ourselves. There axe,
of course, other schools of thought as well. But they all have
this in common, that they rest upon the assumption that the
future of peace in Europe will turn largely upon the reactions
of a defeated Germany. If that is true, the outlook is dark
indeed; for if there is anything that can be said of Germany
that events cannot prove wrong, it is that nobody can predict
the ultimate reactions of the German people to any set of
circumstances whatever. For the Nazis have shown us that
skilful and reiterated propaganda can persuade the German
people of anything, however fantastic. In the face of what has
happened during the past seven years, can it be questioned
that, say twenty years hence, the rulers of Germany will be
able then, as now, to secure the acceptance by their people
of any interpretation of history tibat suits their book ?

The future attitude of the German people will obviously
affect the peace of Europe profoundly, but if we allow any